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UMTRI awarded $14.9 million USDOT connected vehicle contract

The University of Michigan Transportation 
Research Institute (UMTRI) has been 
awarded a $14.9 million contract from 
the U.S. Department of Transportation 
(USDOT) to conduct a safety pilot model 
deployment of Vehicle-to-Vehicle (V2V) 
and Vehicle-to-Infrastructure (V2I) safety 
applications.

The thirty-month program will estab-
lish a real world, multimodal test site in 
Ann Arbor for enabling wireless commu-
nications among vehicles and roadside 
equipment for use in generating data to 
enable safety applications. It will include 
passenger cars, commercial trucks, and 
transit buses that are equipped with a 
mix of integrated, retrofit, and aftermar-
ket V2V and V2I-based safety systems, a 
technology that could prevent thousands 
of crashes.

“This is a tremendous opportunity, and 
we are very excited to be able to support 
the USDOT’s demonstration of cutting-
edge transportation technologies in our 
community,” said Dr. Jim Sayer, an asso-
ciate research scientist at UMTRI and 
program manager.

The data generated and archived as 
part of the model deployment will be used 
for estimating safety benefits in support 
of future policy decisions by the USDOT, 
as well as for use by the broader transpor-
tation industry in developing additional 
safety, mobility, and environmental appli-
cations utilizing wireless technologies. The 
testing phase will last twelve months and 
include approximately 2,850 vehicles.

“We feel honored to be hosting the 
national test environment for vehicles 
that don’t crash,” said Peter Sweatman, 
UMTRI director. “We look forward to 
helping many private and public sector 

organizations advance connected vehicle 
technologies which save lives and pro-
mote efficient movement of cars, trucks, 
and transit buses.”

Partners supporting UMTRI on the pro-
gram include the Michigan Department 
of Transportation, the City of Ann Arbor, 
Parsons Brinkerhoff, Mixon Hill, HNTB, 
SAIC, Texas Transportation Institute, AAA 
Michigan, and ESCRYPT. Additional sup-
port is being provided by the Office of the 
Vice President of Research at the University 
of Michigan and the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation.

General sessions and workshops 
announced for 2012 Summit
The 17th Annual Michigan Traffic Safety 
Summit will feature five general sessions 
including information on an intelligent 
transportation systems safety research 
program and advancements in automotive 
medicine. In addition, more than twenty-

five workshops are pre-planned and will 
cover distracted driving, senior driving 
programs, drug recognition experts, inci-
dent management traffic control, and 
driver’s education.

1 7 t h  A n n u A l 

Michigan traffic Safety Summit 2012

K e l l o g g  h o t e l  &  C o n f e r e n C e  C e n t e r ,  e A S t  l A n S i n g ,  m i C h i g A n

SAVE THE DATE
March 20-22, 2012

Registration is $75 on or before February 13 and $125 after February 13.
 More information will be available in coming months.

Visit www.michigan.gov/ohsp for updates.
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Motorcycle medics reaching the injured faster in Austin
By Jessica Mulholland, Government Technology Magazine

In early June, emergency medical services 
(EMS) personnel in Austin, Texas, began 
using a different mode of transportation 
to reach the injured along the congested 
and accident-prone Interstate 35: medi-
cally equipped motorcycles. Rather than 
navigating the congested highway in 
ambulances, EMS personnel now hop on 
their motorcycles to respond to traffic 
accident victims - a tactic that originated 
in London, and has proven successful in 
Florida’s Miami-Dade County for nearly 
five years. 

Motorcycles can arrive two to three 
minutes faster than an ambulance - espe-
cially during large congested events like 
Austin’s South by Southwest music festi-
val, said Eric S. Jakubauskas, commander 
of Austin-Travis County EMS Special Events. 
And those extra minutes can mean the 
difference between life and death, he 
said. “That can be special if the person is 
in severe respiratory distress or was having 
a cardiac problem - two to three minutes 
can mean whether you resuscitate the per-
son or you don’t.” 

The motorcycles - BMW G650 X-Ps 
equipped with lights and sirens and sus-
pension that can handle rougher terrain 
than a standard street bike - are outfitted 

with life-support equipment such as med-
ications, airway equipment, and first aid 
supplies. Also, an automatic external defi-
brillator allows EMS technicians to monitor 
the heart if needed. 

Motorcycle medics can treat an injury or 
illness for up to fifteen minutes; they can 
give immediate care and determine the 
severity of injuries. An ambulance is always 
immediately behind them, Jakubauskas 
said.

The ambulance will arrive within min-
utes and depending on the severity of the 
injury, can further treat the patient and 
transport him or her to a hospital. If the 

injury is minor, however, the motorcycle 
medic can call off the ambulance so it may 
be available for a more serious call. 

Austin-Travis County EMS Special Events 
has four motorcycles, which Jakubauskas 
said have all been donated. “The taxpayers 
haven’t paid a dime for the motorcycles yet 

- more than $42,000 worth of motorcycles.” 
The current deployment is an open-

ended pilot, Jakubauskas said. EMS 
personnel riding the bikes complete a 
modified Austin Police Department motor-
cycle course and go through recurring 
training.

“Hopefully within the next three to six 
months, we’ll be able to pull enough data 
[from the pilot] to be able to justify mov-
ing forward,” he said, adding that right 
now, some paramedics are taken from 
ambulance duty to work as motorcycle 
paramedics - they’re not dedicated like a 
motorcycle police officer would be. “We 
put them on extra duty and put them 
on the streets. And hopefully we can put 
some people on permanent staffing for 
the motorcycle program.”

For more information, visit
www.govtech.com/public-safety/

Motorcycle-Medics-Reach-the-Injured-
Faster-in-Austin.html.

Emergency medical services personnel in Austin, 
Texas are using motorcycles to reach injured 
patients faster in the congested city. Photo 
courtesy of Austin Police Department

MDOT and MSP use YouTube to warn about 
the danger of using freeway crossovers
Illegally using emergency freeway cross-
overs is extremely dangerous. That’s the 
message from the Michigan Department 
of Transportation (MDOT) and Michigan 
State Police (MSP) in a video posted on 
the MDOT YouTube channel at www.you-
tube.com/MichiganDOT. The video warns 
about the crashes waiting to happen when 
unauthorized vehicles turn in to and out of 
these areas on freeways.

Motorists cited for unauthorized use of 
an emergency crossover will be ticketed 
and have two points added to their driver’s 
license. Michigan Compiled Law 257.644 
outlines authorized uses of freeway cross-
overs, including use by law enforcement 
officials, emergency response personnel, 
and tow trucks.

MDOT and MSP indicate that unau-
thorized use of a freeway crossover can 

create a safety hazard when unsuspecting 
motorists traveling at posted speeds rap-
idly close in on vehicles slowing down to 
illegally turn in to a crossover. There also is 
the risk of crashing when drivers pull back 
onto the freeway at a much slower speed 
than the rest of traffic.
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Law enforcement conduct drunk 
driving patrols during holidays 

Motorists who didn’t want to observe the 
holidays from inside a jail cell needed to 
designate a sober driver during this festive 
time of year. Nearly 170 law enforcement 
agencies put extra officers out on the road 
to look for and arrest drunk drivers during 
the Christmas and New Year’s holidays.

Law enforcement officers in twenty-six 
counties conducted extra enforcement tar-
geting impaired drivers during the holiday 
Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. 
crackdown. Enforcement began December 
16 and continued through January 2. The 
crackdown was paid for with federal traf-

fic safety funds administered by the Office 
of Highway Safety Planning. 

To avoid the high cost of a drunk driving 
arrest or the even higher cost of injuring or 
killing someone in a crash, motorists were 
encouraged to designate a sober driver 
before drinking, take a cab, or spend the 
night.

During last year’s Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays, eleven people were killed 
in crashes on Michigan roadways; four of 
those crashes involved alcohol. 

Grant-funded enforcement took 
place in Allegan, Bay, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Chippewa, Delta, Genesee, Grand Traverse, 
Houghton, Ingham, Jackson, Kalamazoo, 
Kent, Livingston, Macomb, Marquette, 
Monroe, Muskegon, Oakland, Ottawa, 
Saginaw, St. Clair, Van Buren, Washtenaw, 
Wayne, and Wexford counties.

KARS program helping provide car 
seats to Marquette County families
Two Kids Always Ride Safely (KARS) pilot 
programs were initiated in Marquette 
County in 2011 enabling child passenger 
safety technicians to more than triple car 
seat distribution.

One of the programs offers child safety 
seats to Women, Infants, and Children cli-
ents for $15 and booster seats for $5, while 
the other program does not have income 
guidelines, is open to all county residents, 
and provides car seats for $40 and booster 
seats for $15. Both programs also educate 
recipients about proper child seat safety. 
A total of 230 seats have been distributed 
through the programs.

According to Diane Curry, KARS coordi-
nator, requiring participants to purchase 

the seat gives them more “ownership” of 
their child’s car seat. This is proving to be 
beneficial as more recipients are keep-
ing better track of their child’s car seat. 
Most importantly, Marquette County resi-
dents have expressed appreciation for the 
programs because they can now obtain 
affordable car seats as well as instruction 
on how to properly install it at anytime dur-
ing the year. 

In addition, the Marquette County 
Health Department’s health officer was 
invited to present on the KARS Programs 
at the national Centers for Disease Control 
orientation for new health officials from 
around the country.

2012 MTSC 
meeting 
schedule set
T h e  M i c h i g a n  Tr u c k  S a f e t y 
Commission meets bi-monthly on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9 a.m. Meetings are held at the 
Michigan Center for Truck Safety, 1131 
Centennial Way, Lansing, Michigan 
48917. 

For more information, 
call (517) 241-1512.

2012 MeeTInG SCheDULe
March 14, 2012
May 9, 2012
July 11, 2012
September 12, 2012

* November 7, 2012 (first Wednesday) 

2012 GTSAC 
meeting 
schedule 
announced
The Governor’s Traffic Safety Advi-
sory Commission meets quarterly on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 9 
a.m. Meetings are held at the Horatio 
S. Earle Learning Center, 7575 Crown-
er Drive, Dimondale, Michigan 48821.

For more information, call  
(517) 241-1512.

2012 GTSAC MeeTInG SCheDULe
March 6, 2012
June 5, 2012
September 11, 2012 (2nd Tuesday)
December 4, 2012
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Collateral consequence: entry into Canada 
with a Michigan OWI conviction 
By Kenneth Stecker, Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor, Prosecuting Attorney’s Association of Michigan and Bill Lemons, Minnesota Traffic Safety 
Resource Prosecutor

A judge or prosecutor is likely, sooner or 
later, to be faced with a defendant claim-
ing that a conviction will prevent the 
person from traveling to Canada. 

The United States (U.S.) border with 
Canada is the largest international bor-
der in the world. Officially known as the 
International Boundary, it is 5,525 miles 
long and touches thirteen states, three 
oceans, and the Great Lakes. Seventy mil-
lion travelers cross the border every year, 
including 35 million vehicles. Historically, 
travel between the United States and 
Canada has been relatively easy. The 
International Boundary is often referred 
to as the largest open border in the world. 
However, security on both sides of the 
border has tightened since the terrorist 
attacks on September 11, 2001. 

U.S. citizens and permanent residents 
of the U.S. are exempt from the require-
ment of a permit to enter Canada for 
up to 180 days.1 As recommended by 
the 9/11 Commission, legislation was 
enacted requiring passports, enhanced 
driver’s licenses, military orders, or other 
acceptable documentation to cross the 
International Boundary beginning June 
1, 2009.2 Consequently, more people are 
becoming aware of the difficulties enter-
ing Canada with criminal convictions.
InADMISSIbILITY bASeD UPOn 
CRIMInALITY
In 2001, the Canadian Parliament passed 
the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act 
(IRPA).3 

IRPA § 36 provides criminality grounds 
for inadmissibility into Canada. IRPA § 36(1) 
provides inadmissibility of permanent res-
idents and foreign nationals for “serious 
criminality” and § 36(2) provides inadmis-
sibility of foreign nationals for criminality. 
The statute covers offenses committed in 
Canada and those committed outside of 
Canada. It provides:

(2) A foreign national is inadmissible on 
grounds of criminality for:

(a) having been convicted in Canada of an 
offence under an Act of Parliament pun-
ishable by way of indictment, or of two 
offences under any Act of Parliament 
not arising out of a single occurrence;

(b) having been convicted outside Canada 
of an offence that, if committed in 
Canada, would constitute an indict-
able offence under an Act of Parliament, 
or of two offences not arising out of a 
single occurrence that, if committed 
in Canada, would constitute offences 
under an Act of Parliament;

(c) committing an act outside Canada that 
is an offence in the place where it was 
committed and that, if committed in 
Canada, would constitute an indictable 
offence under an Act of Parliament; or

(d) committing, on entering Canada, an 
offence under an Act of Parliament pre-
scribed by regulations.
A foreign national is defined under IRPA 

§ 2(2) as “a person who is not a Canadian 
citizen or permanent resident, and 
includes a stateless person.” Under IRPA 
§ 21(1), a foreign national becomes a per-
manent resident through approval of their 
application by an immigration officer. 

To ascertain the immigration conse-
quences of a conviction, the prosecutor 
should check the Canadian Criminal Code 
to determine whether it is an indictable 
offense and compare the elements of the 
crime with the crime they are prosecuting.4 
For example, a review of Canada’s impaired 
driving statute shows that it would qual-
ify as an indictable offense in Canada. The 
Canadian impaired driving law provides:
(1) Every one commits an offence who 

operates a motor vehicle or vessel or 
operates or assists in the operation of 
an aircraft or of railway equipment or 
has the care or control of a motor vehi-

cle, vessel, aircraft or railway equipment, 
whether it is in motion or not,

(a) while the person’s ability to operate 
the vehicle, vessel, aircraft, or railway 
equipment is impaired by alcohol or a 
drug; or

(b) having consumed alcohol in such a 
quantity that the concentration in the 
person’s blood exceeds eighty mil-
ligrams of alcohol in one hundred 
millilitres of blood. 5

In Canada, impaired driving is an offense 
that may be prosecuted either by indict-
ment or summarily.6 Under IRPA § 36(3)
(a), “an offence that may be prosecuted 
either summarily or by way of indictment 
is deemed to be an indictable offence, 
even if it has been prosecuted summarily.” 
Consequently, a foreign national convicted 
of an operating while intoxicated offense 
in Michigan is deemed inadmissible into 
Canada, whether convicted in Canada or 
convicted in the United States provided 
the conviction is equivalent with Canadian 
law. 
OveRCOMInG InADMISSIbILITY
A foreign national deemed inadmissi-
ble due to criminality may still be able to 
enter Canada. There are three possibilities: 
rehabilitation status, temporary resident 
permit, or pardon. 

Rehabilitation status permanently 
waives the inadmissibility.7 The for-
eign national  needs to apply for 

Continued on page 5 >
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rehabilitation status and pay a $200 
application fee.8 The foreign national is 
eligible for rehabilitation status after five 
years following completion for their sen-
tence, including probation. For purposes 
of impaired driving, it is important to note 
that the driver’s license suspension or revo-
cation period can impact the calculation of 
the five year period. Consider the follow-
ing scenario addressed by Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada:

On June 3, 2003, I was con-
victed of driving under the 
influence and had my driver’s 
license taken away from me for 
three years. When am I eligible 
to apply for rehabilitation?

The sentence imposed ends on 
June 3, 2006. Count five years from 
the end date of the suspension 
or the date your driver’s license is 
reinstated. You would therefore be 
eligible to apply for rehabilitation 
on June 3, 2011.9 

Offenders with one DWI conviction may 
be eligible for deemed rehabilitation sta-
tus. For deemed rehabilitation status, the 
foreign national does not need to submit 
an application. Foreign nationals with only 

one criminal conviction creating the inad-
missibility can be deemed rehabilitated 
ten years following completion of their 
sentence and probation. 

Foreign nationals not eligible for reha-
bilitation status can still enter Canada by 
applying for and obtaining a temporary 
resident permit.10 11 If granted, the foreign 
national is issued a temporary resident per-
mit with their passport that temporarily 
waives the inadmissibility. The temporary 
resident permit restricts the length of time 
that the foreign national may be in Canada 
and may impose other restrictions. The 
application fees for a temporary resident 
permit are $75 for a single entry, $150 for a 
multiple entry permit, or $400 for a family. 

Under IRPA § 36(3)(b), a third way that 
a foreign national can enter Canada is 
to receive a pardon. Foreign nationals 
deemed inadmissible for a crime commit-
ted in Canada can apply for a pardon with 
the Parole Board of Canada. The Criminal 
Records Act allows the Parole Board of 
Canada to grant, deny, or revoke pardons 
for convictions under federal acts or regu-
lations of Canada.12 
COnCLUSIOn
Determining the immigration conse-
quences of a criminal conviction can be 
a complex legal question. There is not a 
bright line rule about what crimes trigger 

immigration consequences and these con-
sequences may be unavoidable through 
plea bargaining. In addition, the defen-
dant has options available to overcome 
the inadmissibility that involve some dis-
cretion by the Canadian government. 
While an impaired driving conviction may 
deem someone inadmissible to travel into 
Canada, the offender does have options 
available to overcome the inadmissibility. 
These options are relatively simple and 
basically require completion of an appli-
cation form and payment of a small fee. In 
addition, any attempt to “mask” criminal 
convictions would be contrary to efforts 
of both governments to work together to 
improve border security. 

For more information about this sub-
ject, visit the Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada website.13

For more information on this article and 
PAAM training programs, contact Kenneth 
Stecker, Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor, 
at (517) 334-6060 or e-mail at steckerk@
michigan.gov. Please consult your prosecu-
tor before adopting practices suggested by 
reports in this article. Discuss your practices 
that relate to this article with your command-
ing officers, police legal advisors, and the 
prosecuting attorney before changing your 
practice.

(Endnotes)
1 Citizenship and Immigration Canada, 

Countries and territories whose citizens 
require visas in order to enter Canada as vis-
itors, http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/
visas.asp (Date Modified: July 11, 2011).

2 Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention 
Act of 2004, Pub.L. 108-458, Title VII, § 7209, 
Dec. 17 2004, 118 Stat. 3823. 

3 Immigration and Refugee Protection Act, S.C. 
2001, c 27, available at http://laws.justice.
gc.ca/PDF/I-2.5.pdf .

4 Criminal Code, R.S.C., 1985 c. C-46 (Can.), 
available at http://laws.justice.gc.ca/PDF/
C-46.pdf.

5 Criminal Code, R.S.C., 1985 c. C-46, § 253. 
6 Criminal Code, R.S.C., 1985 c. C-46, § 255(1). 
7 “the matters referred to in paragraphs (1)(b) 

and (c) and (2)(b) and (c) do not constitute 

inadmissibility in respect of a permanent 
resident or foreign national who, after the 
prescribed period, satisfies the Minister 
that they have been rehabilitated or who 
is a member of a prescribed class that is 
deemed to have been rehabilitated;” IRPA, 
§ 36(3)(c). 

8 Citizenship and Immigration Canada, 
Rehabilitation for persons who are inadmis-
sible to Canada because of past criminal 
activity, available at http://www.cic.gc.ca/
english/information/applications/rehabil.
asp (Date Modified: July 29, 2010).

9 Citizenship and Immigration Canada, 
Rehabil itation For Persons Who Are 
Inadmissible to Canada Because of Past 
Criminal Activity, p.7 (2011), available at 
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/pdf/kits/
guides/5312E.PDF. 

10 “A foreign national who, in the opinion of 
the officer, is inadmissible or does not meet 
the requirements of this Act becomes a 
temporary resident if the officer is of the 
opinion that it is justified in the circum-
stances and issues a temporary resident 
permit, which may be cancelled at any time.” 
IRPA, § 22(1). 

11 Citizenship and Immigration Canada, 
Temporary Resident Visa Application Form, 
available at http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/
information/applications/visa.asp (Date 
Modified: June 7, 2011). 

12 Criminal Records Act, R.S.C., 1985, c. C-47 
(Can.), available at http://laws.justice.gc.ca/
PDF/C-47.pdf. 

13 Citizenship and Immigration Canada, http://
www.cic.gc.ca/english/index.asp (Date 
Modified: July 5, 2011).

Canada Continued from page 4 >
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Federal-state partnerships to address 
aggressive driving/CMv belt use

Thank s to a par tnership between 
the Federal  Motor Carr ier  Safet y 
Administration (FMCSA) and the Michigan 
Truck Safety Commission (MTSC), Michigan 
is the site of two projects to improve com-
mercial motor vehicle safety. 

The first project, a direct observation of 
safety belt use in commercial motor vehi-
cles, will determine the most current safety 
belt use rate among drivers of heavy trucks. 
The survey was last conducted in 2006, 
and recorded a usage rate in Michigan 
of 73.6 percent. Wayne State University 
was selected to conduct the survey which 
will take place in 2012. The project will be 
funded with $70,000 in FMCSA funding 
and $14,000 of funding from the MTSC. 

The second project, called Ticketing 
Aggressive Cars Around Trucks (T.A.C.T.) 

was pilot tested in Washington State in 
2004. It is based on crash data which shows 
that in the majority of serious crashes 
involving commercial vehicles, it is the 
passenger vehicle that is at fault in the 
crash. The T.A.C.T. project combines com-
munication and evaluation with targeted 
enforcement activities to raise awareness 
among car and truck drivers about safe 
driving behaviors. Unsafe driving behav-
iors may include: unsafe lane changes, 
tailgating, failing to signal lane changes, 
failing to yield the right of way, speeding, 
and aggressive driving. 

The project will begin with a T.A.C.T. 
Readiness grant in 2012, which will fund 
pre-planning activities, including prob-
lem identification to determine the project 
location, evaluation planning, and public 
information and education development. 
Additional grant funding will be applied 
for in FY2012 to implement the project 
which will consist of targeted enforcement, 
outreach, and public information and edu-
cation developed in the readiness phase of 
this project. 

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i c h i g a n 
Transportation Research Institute has 
been selected to assist the state with the 
pre-planning activities. The FMCSA grant 
award of $60,000 will be supplemented 
with funding from MTSC in the amount of 
$15,000.

According to Fred Bueter, MTSC chair, 
“We are very pleased about the partner-
ship that brings these projects to Michigan. 
It has allowed us to leverage federal and 
state funds to implement two important 
projects that will assist in future program-
ming decisions by the MTSC and assist 
in bringing greater awareness on the 
part of passenger car drivers when trav-
eling around commercial vehicles on our 
roadways.”

eagle named 
to national 
Child Passenger 
Safety board
The National Child Passenger Safety (CPS) 
Board has named Audrey A. Eagle as the 
board’s vehicle manufacturer representa-
tive. Eagle was appointed by The Alliance 
of Automobile Manufacturers and Global 
Automakers to serve as its representative. 
She holds the position of CPS advocate as 
well as senior specialist, product analysis, 
for Chrysler Group LLC in Bloomfield Hills.

Eagle has been with Chrysler for more 
than twenty years. During that time, she 
has held a variety of positions including 
full vehicle integration, safety devel-
opment, vehicle restraints design, and 
government certification. 

Her interest in the proper installation 
of child restraints started when she strug-
gled to install her infant seat just prior to 
the birth of her son in 1997. In 1998, she 
took a position in Chrysler’s Regulatory 
Affairs department and was responsible 
for CPS regulations. She led the Alliance of 
Automobile Manufacturer’s LATCH work-
ing group and assisted in planning the 
phase-in of LATCH in Chrysler’s products. 
She became a CPS technician in 2000, as 
part of Chrysler’s “Fit for a Kid” program. 
In 2012, she will be pursuing certification 
as a CPS Technician Instructor. 

The National Child Passenger Safety 
Board’s mission is to maintain the qual-
ity and integrity of the National CPS 
Certification Training Program. This pro-
gram is used to train and certify CPS 
technicians and instructors. Eagle will 
serve a three-year term on the National 
CPS Board. 
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State Police adds twenty Motor Carrier Officers
Michigan is now benefitting from the ser-
vices of twenty additional Michigan State 
Police (MSP) motor carrier officers fol-
lowing the graduation of the 17th Motor 
Carrier Recruit School in November. 

Motor carrier officers are armed, uni-
formed members of the MSP Commercial 
Vehicle Enforcement Division, specializing 
in commercial vehicle enforcement. They 
enforce traffic safety laws on commercial 
vehicles, protect the infrastructure through 
aggressive size and weight enforcement, 
conduct commercial vehicle and driver 
inspections, and contribute to homeland 
security efforts by enforcing hazardous 
material regulations.

The 17th Motor Carrier Recruit School 
began on July 24, 2011, when twenty-seven 
prospective officers reported to the MSP 
Training Academy. For seventeen weeks, 
recruits received training in criminal law, 

commercial vehicle 
safety, patrol tactics, 
problem solving, 
i n t e r p e r s o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s ,  c o m -
munication skills, 
physical  f i tness , 
first aid, firearms, 
defensive tactics, 
and precision driv-
i n g  te ch n i q u e s . 
Graduation is the 
c u l m i n a t i o n  o f 
nearly a year-long 
h i r i n g  p r o c e s s , 
which began with 
more than 400 applicants.

Of the twenty new officers, eight are 
United States military veterans and one 
has previous law enforcement experience. 
Additionally, all of the new officers have 

some college experience with eighteen 
obtaining a college degree.

With the addition of these officers, the 
MSP now has 112 at-post motor carrier offi-
cers statewide.

Attendee and non-profit vendor regis-
tration is $75 on or before February 20 and 
$125 after February 20. For-profit vendor 
registration is $395.

The Summit is March 20-22, at the 
Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center in 
East Lansing. Registration information 
will be available soon. Visit www.michigan.
gov/ohsp in the coming weeks for more 
information.

General sessions and speakers include:
SAFeTY PILOT PROJeCT
James Sayer, Ph.D., Associate Research 
S c i e n t i s t ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i c h i g a n 
Transportation Research Institute (UMTRI) 
Human Factors Group

H e a d q u a r t e r e d  i n 
Ann Arbor, the Safety 
Pilot Project is part of 
the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s (USDOT) 
Intelligent Transportation 
Systems safety research 
program, a large-scale test of connected 

vehicle technologies in a real-world, multi-
modal setting.

As project manager, Dr. James Sayer 
oversees a nearly $15 million grant from 
the USDOT to research connected vehicle 
technologies with a focus on traffic flow, 
consumer acceptance, congestion man-
agement, and system security. Ultimately, 
the Safety Pilot Project will determine the 
effectiveness of connected vehicle safety 
applications at reducing crashes, and will 
show how drivers respond to these tech-
nologies while operating a vehicle.

Dr. Sayer has conducted human fac-
tors and transportation-related research at 
UMTRI since 1993. The areas of his research 
include driver assistance, advanced safety 
systems, and naturalistic driving behav-
ior, as well as driver vision and pedestrian 
conspicuity.
ADvAnCeMenTS In AUTOMOTIve 
MeDICIne
Stewart Wang, M.D., Ph.D., Director of the 
International Center for Automotive Medicine, 
University of Michigan Health System 

Dr. Stewart Wang is 
the founding director of 
the International Center 
for Automotive Medicine 
(ICAM) at the University of 
Michigan Health System. 
ICAM seeks to foster rela-
tionships and research between medical 
specialties and engineering efforts that 
translate into new technologies, medical 
treatments, education, and public policies 
that prevent traffic injuries and improve 
care.

Dr. Wang will discuss how the ICAM 
uses medical images from crash victims 
to help show how people are injured in 
crashes. These real-world examples are 
then shared with automakers to help them 
build better, safer vehicles.

Dr. Wang is an Endowed Professor of 
Surgery in the University of Michigan 
Health System. He is the director of the 
University of Michigan Program for Injury 
Research and Education as well as director 
of Research for Acute Care Surgery.
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